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  	Arrowmen can experience NOAC 2015 through live stream events
The 2015 National Order of the Arrow Conference is bigger than ever, not only in East Lansing but all over the virtual world.  The Order of the Arrow is bringing the experience of the entire week to all Arrowmen, both at home and on campus through live stream technology.  Arrowmen who want to experience NOAC 2015 from home can log on-line and watch most of the shows, training sessions, conference events and original program for free. All of this will be available at noac2015.org/tv.


	Staffing national events is a fun, challenging experience for Arrowmen
15,000 Arrowmen attended the National Order of the Arrow Conference last summer. Over 85 percent of them took in all the sights and sounds, enjoyed the program and had the experience of a lifetime. Almost 2,000 of those Arrowmen at the conference, however, were the ones who brought the sights and sounds to life, who conducted the program and who created the experience. They were the NOAC staff.

Serving on staff for a national event is one of the most rewarding things one can do in Scouting. Many Arrowmen who have served on the staff of a national event find it to be a life-changing experience. Anthony Decatur, who served on the host lodge service corps, said that he desired to serve on staff at NOAC because he “wanted to see how things worked behind the scenes and make it a better experience for everyone there.” Not only did he get to see what happens behind the scenes at NOAC, but he learned what it takes to be a staff member. Decatur noted that staff members have to be cheerful in their service, quick to act, and of course, always prepared. From his experience, Anthony said that he “learned a lot of leadership skills” and “learned to work under pressure.”

After staffing a national event, Arrowmen don’t just leave having learned lifelong skills, but also having met new friends from near and far. Grant Krull, an Arrowman from Shawnee Lodge in St. Louis, MO, volunteered for Adventure Central at NOAC with a few Arrowmen from Kansas City. What astounded Grant was both how similar and different he was from his fellow staffers. He noted, “We have the Missouri roots, but just a trip across Missouri and you get different backgrounds.” However, Grant didn’t notice this trend in only his area. With every other staffer he met, he noticed that “People come from all over, and they are all individuals, but we are all still a part of the same organization.” This commonality led to him and many other staffers making very strong friendships with one another. Mitchell Pierpont, who served on the museum staff at both the 2012 and 2015 conferences, said, “You can see some of these friends years down the road and it will be like no time has passed.” Pierpont also reflected, “These events are really like a giant family reunion.” When you arrive, and have to serve diligently with Arrowmen from around the country, you leave having bonded over a job well done.

While these three Arrowmen told us about their time at NOAC, these very same experiences - and more - can be had by serving on staff at any national event. In fact, Arrowmen from all corners of the country will be gathering later this year to support NEXT: A New Century! Prospective staffers can navigate to registration.oa-bsa.org and sign themselves up. However, if you’re looking for a more adventurous staffing experience, be sure to join the hundreds of Arrowmen serving on Operation Arrow, the OA’s staff at the 2017 National Scout Jamboree. Learn more at the Operation Arrow website. Experience what it’s truly like behind the scenes of a national event and register to staff at both of these extraordinary events.



	Planning the Gala - Special Events
In this session you will learn new types of events that a lodge can integrate into its yearly calendar.


	ArrowTour rounds out centennial events
Section chiefs, members of the national Order of the Arrow committee and other key support staff spent most of their time at the 2013 National Planning Meeting in Dallas laying the framework for ArrowTour, a national lodge visitation roadshow. It will be executed in 2015 alongside the National Order of the Arrow Conference.ArrowTour is different than any program the OA has ever hosted. Section chiefs in each region are responsible for planning and executing a roving exhibit that will move around the region during the summer of 2015 and visit as many Scouts as possible. Each region’s tour will include a consistent program that has been planned by section chiefs at the National Planning Meeting. Stops during ArrowTour will incorporate help from local lodges and councils and will be tailored to meet their needs. At the end of the summer, the four tour vans will convene at Michigan State University for the 2015 National Order of the Arrow Conference. Ron Bell from Miami, FL will serve as lead adviser for ArrowTour.National Chief Nick Dannemiller and National Vice Chief Taylor Bobrow will serve as the national youth leadership for the ArrowTour project. Assisting them are the four region chiefs who will be responsible for executing the project in each region. Youth leads were elected at the National Planning Meeting to plan and execute ArrowTour, specifically program, staffing, and marketing/public relations.Click here to read about the youth that will be leading the program.More details on both ArrowTour will “roll out” in the months to come.


	Centennial Update: Centennial celebrations committee plans special events at NOAC
By Austin PaulingAs we continue to get closer to NOAC 2015, we all are wondering what will happen at NOAC, and what changes are there compared to past NOACs?For this NOAC, the national Order of the Arrow committee has placed a special emphasis on providing once in a lifetime experiences that will encourage NOAC guests to reflect upon the Order of the Arrow’s impact over the last hundred years while being mindful of our obligations for the next century. Tasked with planning and delivering on this vision is the centennial celebrations committee, lead by national committee member Donald Cunningham. The centennial celebrations team will spearhead four major programs: the Legacy Project, the Centennial Gala, a Centennial Rededication and the Centennial Festival.“The Legacy Project will offer an opportunity for lodges to tastefully display their efforts over the last few years to produce rocks, lids and history books associated with our anniversary,” Cunningham explained. “The displays will be housed in a busy part of campus in an air-conditioned tent that will also be home to various affinity group reunions throughout the conference.”The Centennial Gala will encourage participants to honor the traditions of our past as we thoughtfully ponder our next centuries of service. This will be the premier banquet at NOAC 2015 replete with a high-profile keynote speaker and a unique commemoration of our centennial. Additionally, the Centennial Gala will acknowledge the contributions of Centurion Award recipients over the course of the banquet program.The Centennial Rededication will allow Arrowmen from across the country to make use of local kiln dried wood that they have brought to NOAC to be ceremoniously burned and co-mingled with all other lodges’ kiln dried wood. The ashes from which will be distributed to every lodge in the country to commemorate this very special occasion. The rededication team will also be responsible for distribution and symbolic references to the special red sash that only guests of the conference will receive.The Centennial Festival will feature live music, a midway, food & drink vendors, games and other activities reminiscent of a carnival, fair or other outdoor festival. “The festival bears no agenda; rather, it is intended for NOAC guests to let loose, have fun and enjoy a day of celebrations without any structure, deadlines, or training components,” says Cunningham.As NOAC 2015 approaches, be on the lookout for more information on these unique centennial programs available to NOAC participants and staff!
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