
 
Parents’ Ordeal Letter  
Providing Resources to Support Units, Chapters, and Lodges 
 
 The Ordeal is a unique Scouting experience.  It challenges a candidate physically, spiritually, and mentally.  It 

provides the candidate a time to reflect on how brotherhood, cheerfulness, and service will direct the candidate’s 

life.  It does so in many symbolic ways.  Many of these ways are difficult to understand by those who have not 

participated in the Ordeal before.  Understandably, then, sometimes the parents of a new Arrowman have questions 

regarding what the Order of the Arrow is and what the Ordeal was all about.  For that reason, one lodge created a 

letter which it mails to the parents of all new youth Ordeal members.  It sheds a little bit of light on the things that 

the candidate did, even if the candidate himself does not yet understand the meaning behind the symbolism.  It also 

clarifies some background about the Order of the Arrow and puts a brief lodge calendar in the hands of parents.  

Take a look at the attached letter and consider using a similar letter in your lodge to answer any questions that 

parents may have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This resource was submitted by Tahosa Lodge in Denver Colorado.  Tahosa calls its Ordeal weekends “Cony Parties” and has 

experienced success with this letter.  The letter was developed by a former national chief and current lodge adviser of Tahosa Lodge.  How 

does your lodge solve problems it faces?  Tell us at ChapterResources@oa-bsa.org. 

  






