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  	How to use the #ChooseOA resources
Using #ChooseOA is simple! There are a few major ways to spread the word about the OA through this initiative.

Use the hashtag! #ChooseOA in an official hashtag of the OA, it can be used by itself or alongside #oabsa to promote the OA on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Make a video! It doesn’t have to be long, but any sort of video testimonial from youth members about why they #ChooseOA goes a long way towards showing elected candidates and newly inducted Arrowmen what the OA is about, and why being a member is such an incredible opportunity. And remember, as you film: the hashtag (#) is silent!

Utilize the resources! There are a number of great resources online at www.oa-bsa.org/chooseoa. Our high quality #ChooseOA posters can be printed and hung up at roundtables, lodge events, or at your council service center to show some of the awesome opportunities the OA provides, as well as individual testimonials. Try customizing the Unit Election presentation for use by your elections teams when they are visiting troops and teams in your council. With the New Member Orientation presentation, briefing new Ordeal members after their induction can be quick and easy! And make sure that those newly inducted Arrowmen know that you haven’t forgotten about them by sending them a copy of our New Member Welcome Letter in the months after their Ordeal! There are a number of new materials in the works that are scheduled to be released this spring, so make sure you check back often!

Are you concerned about printing? No problem! For now, all files can be downloaded in professionally-printable quality. You can download them to a memory stick, take them to a print shop or office supply store, and have them professionally printed. This is especially important if you want to print the banner. The National OA Committee is working on releasing a nation-wide and cost-effective method to have professionally printed banners and materials delivered to you. Until then, this is your best option.

If you have any further questions about the #ChooseOA initiative or how to utilize it or the resources, please reach out to the team at @email. Now, get out there and tell the world why YOU #ChooseOA!


	Ordeal and Pre-Ordeal Ceremony Resources
A collection of ceremony videos and other resources have been made available to benefit any ceremonialist or adviser seeking good examples, new ideas, or simply inspiration.


	New 2014 JTE Resources Released
Two new resources have been posted to the national website to assist lodges and chapters in earning their 2014 Journey to Excellence (JTE) recognition.

JTE is a program of continuous improvement where lodges and are given benchmarks in seventeen different categories. Since the program's implementation in 2011, the national OA committee has been able to gain insight in the strengths and weaknesses of lodges across the country, and begin adjusting programs to help lodges improve. For 2014, the benchmarks in each requirement have been adjusted to reflect the scores received the past two years; gold level represents information from the top 10% of lodges, silver the top 50%, and bronze the top 80%.


	Lodge JTE petition and workbook: this form is contains both an update of all the JTE requirements for 2014, and a workbook to help lodges track progress and compute projected scores in each category. This form is not suitable for submission.
	Chapter JTE workbook: this form is new for 2014.  It contains the updated chapter JTE requirements, but has placed them in a workbook that chapters may use in consultation with lodge leadership to establish goals, track progress, and achieve JTE recognition.


More information on these resources is in the Journey to Excellence Program Section.


	Vigil Honor Ceremony Resources
The Vigil Honor is the highest honor that the Order of the Arrow can bestow upon its members for service to lodge, council, and Scouting. Membership cannot be won by a person's conscious endeavors.

The Vigil Honor is a high mark of distinction and recognition reserved for those Arrowmen who, by reason of exceptional service, personal effort, and unselfish interest, have made distinguished contributions beyond the immediate responsibilities of their position or office to one of more of the following: their lodge, the Order of the Arrow, Scouting, or their Scout camp.


	Bullying Prevention Resources
October was National Bullying Prevention Month and as part of our commitment to help our members understand how to identify, interrupt, and prevent bullying wherever and whenever it occurs. The leadership of the OA has prepared some resources and guidance,  https://oa-bsa.org/admonitionteam/national-bullying-prevention-month
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Still can't find what you're looking for? Try using the search bar at the top!


Need help? Contact us.
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